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Carol Hammerle 8-14-13 

JR: Hello, this is Jane Rank with the UWGB Oral History Committee. Today is Wednesday, 
August 14, 2013. With me today via telephone is Carol Hammerle former UWGB Women's 
Basketball Coach. Roger Vanderperren is assisting with the audio taping. Carol to start this 
interview I would like to ask you some questions about your background, and then move on to 
your experiences at GB. So let's start. Where were you born, where did you go to school, what 
sports did you play and where were you before UWGB? I guess that was four questions in one. 

CH: OK (laughter). I was born in Pittsville Massachusetts. So I grew up out east. Went to Lee 
High School and ended up going to Northern Michigan University to college. Thus my move to 
the Midwest. From there I went back home and taught at Lee High School after I received my 
undergraduate degree from Northern Michigan University. And decided I missed the Midwest, 
went back to Northern Michigan and was termed a part time lecturer at the time, similar to a 
graduate assistant. So I ended up teaching and coaching at Northern Michigan while I worked on 
my masters. Finished my masters and had a professor, Lawrence Ley, come up to me and say 
hey there's this coaching at University of Wisconsin Green Bay. And it consisted of two thirds 
physical education, one third intramural coordinator and intercollegiate athletics. And then I 
think there was a slash cheerleading advisor. (laughter) 

JR: OK (laughter) Can I ask if you played sports in college? 

CH: Yes I did. Northern Michigan, matter of fact, was kind of a special situation which I don't 
think I realized at the time, but we were the very first intercollegiate sport and it was field 
hockey in 1968. So they did a big ribbon cutting ceremony on campus. We were playing against 
central Michigan University. So I played in intercollegiate athletics in Field Hockey for two 
years. They did not have a basketball program until the year I graduated Jane. 

JR: Ok, so you never really played college basketball because it wasn't available. 

CH: Correct. At least not at Northern. I did play for four years, being from out east, we did 
have interscholastic. So I did play for four years. Back then it was six player rules. Fortunately, 
I played roving guard, so I got to go full court. That was back in the day when you could only 
dribble three times and you had to pass or shoot. There were six players on the court. They 
changed to experimental rules when five players went in 1968. I still remember that because we 
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were all as physical education majors at Northern Michigan, we got to do that intramurals and it 
was just like you know, kids in a candy store getting to dribble as much as you wanted to. 

JR: OK so you saw this posting and you applied. How did that work out? 

CH: You know, call it divine intervention, call it what you want to, but Bernie Starks was the 
chairperson at the time for the physical education department, even though there was no majors 
program. He was in .charge of the PE department. And I interviewed with him in Minneapolis. 
They have the HPER convention. And I was at the HPER Convention and interviewed with him 
and I don't know, I guess he liked me, because he brought me on campus for another interview. 
So I drove from Marquette down to Green Bay and went to the Deckner Center. Cause that was 
the gym at the time. And was just like, oh no. No way. And then he took me over to the campus 
which at that time was the Library and then kind of the four hubs, like the science building, the 
arts building and I can't remember the other, but basically they were the four spokes that came 
off the library and at that point, I looked at that campus and said oh yes. Because I could see 
what was happening. And I knew it would just be a matter of time where everything would be 
centrally located in a gorgeous setting right off the bay. So many possibilities. I didn't think 
much at the time about recruiting, because athletics was in its infancy, with title IX being the big 
driving force. 

JR: What year was this Carol that you first started at Green Bay? 

CH: 1973, actually I started teaching in the summertime. I needed money and there was a job to 
teach tennis for the 30s and 40s and I did it. (laughter) 

JR: OK so who actually decided to hire you, was it all on Bernie or someone else? 

CH: Well you know, Bruce Grimes was also, and I met with other people on campus, but Bruce 
Grimes was the athletic director at the time. But I was being hired primarily for physical 
education. And that's what I understood and did not really, obviously title IX, everybody knew 
about it but didn't realize what a factor that was playing. I don't think they knew either what was 
going to happen with it. Prior to me there was a Linda Mud and I don't know if Roger was 
around at that time. 

JR: He's nodding his head yeah. 

CH: She tried to get it going and couldn't, didn't, so I kind of replaced her. As a matter of fact, 
when I was at Northern, I was coaching the, like the jv team, at Northern Michigan, so we were 
scheduled to play Green Bay and then they cancelled on us because they didn't have enough 
players. 

JR: Ok, so there was an effort to start a women's basketball team before you came? 

CH: There was, but it flopped. Yeah, and it was Linda Mud, that was her name. 

JR: Did Chancellor Weidner interview or did you get to meet him? 
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CH: During, on the interview? 

JR: Yeah. 

CH: That's a good question, I don't remember. I don't think so, but I'm not complete sure. 

JR: I'll tell you why I ask, when I interviewed Dave Buss, he said when he met Chancellor 
Weidner for the first time, Chancellor Weidner made it very clear, he wanted a Dl team. Did 
they have that same vision for women's sports? 

CH: Again, I don't think so, simply because of the time period. Women's sports was AIAW. 
And there wasn't a division one or two or three at that particular time. 

JR: Did you saw AIA W? 

CH: Yes. Association of intercollegiate Athletics for Women. 

JR: Ok so you were hired, you came in 1973, what were your personal goals when you came to 
Green Bay? 

CH: Well, with their interest to get sports off the ground. Ironically my first passion and love 
was field hockey. So I tried to get field hockey going. The challenge was the gym was at 
Deckner. The fields were out on our current location. So we were basically sending all the 
information from Deckner and wanting students to come out to the fields and we really had no 
place, you know where they could change, or they could do anything. I mean, we were, believe 
it or not, we actually ended up converting part of Shorewood. There was a building; I'm trying to 
remember if they tore that one down. I think they may have, but there was an old locker room 
that were in there and we ended up, my assistant who was Mary Ripp and we ended up going in 
there and cleaning it up ourselves and painting it and creating lockers and doing all that to try to 
get Field hockey off the ground. Ironically, I could not get, it takes eleven for a team, I'd have 
seven one day, I'd have eight another, so it just didn't work. I was a little disappointed and then 
decided well let's try basketball. Basketball was more popular in the state, so I had thirteen 
players show up for basketball. That was 73 and that's when we started the team and we were 
off and running. 

JR: Do you remember your first day on the job or the first week? 

CH: Um, you know, I'm not a very good detail person like that I just um. You know what I 
kind of remember is that I had two offices, Jane. I had one at Deckner and I had one on the 
seventh floor of the Library. That was where intercollegiate/physical education, I take that back, 
intercollegiate was on the seventh floor and physical education was on Deckner. At that time, 
part of admissions was still at Deckner, if I'm not mistaken and Financial Aids and that whole 
gamut. I think I just remember preparing a lot with teaching and meeting students and really 
trying to figure out ways to communicate with students because I never felt like that was easy. I 
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always felt like there was a big gap in trying to get through and trying to seek out how you get 
information to students. It would have been nice if we'd had the internet back then. 

JR: What did you teach your first year or in those early years? 

CH: You know I ended up starting a lot of things but, like I started Slirnnastics. The fitness 
aspect, losing weight. I taught tennis, tennis for the 30, for 40s tennis for the college student. 
What else, I started backpacking and I did a biking class, orienteering, and swirnnastics once we 
got the pool, the new building. Once we got access to the pool, I taught swirnnastics. 

JR: So basically you taught physical education throughout that period? 

CH: That's correct, yes. 

JR: So title nine comes around in 1972, you're hired in 73, when did UW Green Bay finally 
figure out what that impact was going to be on the athletic programs? 

CH: Well, I think they brought me on board with the intent of me starting the program. I think 
because of my background between high school, I mean I coached high school for two years, all 
sports, at the high school level for two years. I think with my background and then being at 
Northern and also coaching there, I think they really thought that between teaching and coaching 
that I would be a good fit. I think there was a lot of intentionality in that. 

JR: Ok, in your hire. Sook the women's basketball program. You're starting it from scratch, 
right, basically? So what did you do? 

CH: Right. Well the very first day of practice, Jane, I threw away my entire practice because it 
was too advanced. (laughter) I think I had three maybe four players that had played before. 
And the other nine had maybe not played other than in physical education class. So I had to go 
back to square one and I had so start with the fundamentals. 

JR: Ok, that was your first year. Did you play other teams the first year then? 

CH: We did. We went, ah, we played twelve games. Don't ask me why I remember this but I 
do, we were three and nine. 

JR: Ok, you won some. 

CH: We did. It would be in the record books. I'm going to say that Lawrence University was 
two of those wins. I'm not sure, but I remember the very first game we played was at Ripon 
College and we ended up losing that game in overtime. That was our very first game. We lost in 
overtime. I don't remember the score, you know but I can still kind of remember the excitement 
and just knowing that wow this is it. This is the start of intercollegiate basketball at UW Green 
bay. 

JR: Ok, so year two, did everyone come back? 
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CH: Not everyone, I did lose some players, some I think just transferred, but for the most part I 
had everybody back, but there were a few that did not come back. 

JR: So now did you improve each year, did you see improvement in the program as you moved 
along? 

CH: We did, yeah, except I think the fourth year. Part of that was after our first year, or maybe 
my second year, I got us to join the WWIAC. Wisconsin Women's Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference. I think we were, the only school that wasn't in it, or Parkside was with us, but I 
think Parkside beat us too. I think they got into it before us, I could be wrong on that, but we 
were the only UW school that wasn't in the conference. So that second year, I got us involved in 
that and then we had to play against different competition and well a lot of the UW s and we were 
playing against LaCrosse, Whitewater, Madison, Stevens Point and you know here green Bay is, 
I don't even know what the enrollment was, if it was four or five thousand then. Probably not 
that at the time. undergrads, but that's who we were playing against and of course all these 
programs, Lacrosse, Madison have physical education majors. Talk about a huge advantage. So 
that came into play as well. I think the second year, we went eight and nine and I don't have it, I 
probably should get one of my conference books and look at that, but I know my fourth year, we 
went four and seventeen. That was very disheartening for me. I remember it like it was 
yesterday. Yeah, oh yeah. Cause I was thinking if I can't tum this program around, I'm going to 
quit. I'm going to just get out of coaching and just go into teaching. And that was I think 76, 77 
and the start of the new, we had the new building, the Phoenix Sports Center. And we started 
scholarships, we had $3,000 and we raised the money. We did bake sales, we did a softball 
tournament and did concessions, so we ended up raising money and we had $3,000. 

JR: That was your only source of scholarship money? 

CH: Yup, that was it and they and at the time the university allowed me to raise money and to be 
able to use it for scholarships. Of course when I look back at it now, I think, oh they should have 
just given me the $3,000. (laughter) 

JR: Well I'm going to kind of get into, I'm just kind of curious; did the men's program have 
scholarships at that point? 

CH: Yes, both men's basketball and women's, men's soccer had them and they were like the 
creme de la creme. They had, I mean they had a lot of money. That was again I think Ed 
Weidner, he had this vision and they weren't going to have football because they weren't going 
to compete with the Packers, so they put money into soccer and they put money into men's 
basketball. Both of them were the cash cows. And then title nine came along and really through 
a poker into the fire on that one because all of a sudden they knew that to continue with the 
funding, there needed to be women's sports as well. 

21:00 
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JR: But there was a transition going on, you were coaching women's basketball and you weren't 
on the same playing field funding wise as men's basketball, correct? 

CH: Oh gosh no. Again, Jane that was the time and it wasn't title 9 seventy two and probably 
ten years from the time it was initiated before it really started to make some impact. It was a 
growing period. Everybody was trying to figure out, what can I do and what I can't do. 

JR: Sure, alright now you have $3,000, now you can give scholarships out in recruiting. So how 
did you recruit and who did you recruit? 

CH: Well we -went local. First of all, I had Mary Quigley playing on the team and she was 
fantastic player. She was out of St Joes Academy. And then I recruited Candy Kay from Preble 
High School and Kris Walter and Dan Walter was a player on Dave's team. And his sister was 
like 6'4". Back then in the 70s, 6'4" was like; well maybe she was 6'3". But that was big. Six 
feet was big back then. So she was, and I gave her a partial. So between Candy and Mary 
Quigley and then the partial to Kris, and then Kathy Mertz, she was the other one that I offered 
to give her money but she said no. She was on financial aid and she was fine. So those players 
were huge impacts on the program. We went from 4 and 17 to fourteen and nine. 

JR: All at once you were going to stay, right? 

CH: Yes, that was kind of a turning point. It was like OK, we can do this. It was just 
disheartening; we were playing against these big schools with physical education majors 
program. So having money ended up allowing us to bring in some quality players and now we 
could finally hold our own against the other UW schools. 

JR: Did you continue to recruit locally throughout your time here at UW Green Bay? 

CH: Absolutely. You know the, I always felt that the small town player, whether it was Lena or 
Coleman and have them come to UW Green Bay, that was our bread and butter. And really it 
was. I know it changed, I think because of media and TV all of that. Pretty much once you went 
maybe south of Sheboygan, you got down by Madison, Milwaukee area, you aren't going to, it 
was hard to get players to come to Green Bay. And we tried, I had some great resources. You 
know Joanne Jennings. I don't know if you're familiar with who she is. She was just; she was 
one of my best friends. We really tried to bring African American players to the program. Some 
of the time it worked and some of the time it didn't work. And then it was like ok, it's not 
working. So we ended up going a different route and having it be the small town. Donna 
Gunville, you know. 

JR: So what quality did you look for in a player? 

CH: Pretty much just their athleticism and it would depend on the position if we needed a point 
guard, if we needed a shooting guard, big players. I'm trying to think if it was the next year 78, 
77- and it was the first and last time I was 100% in recruiting. I went with three six footers. 
Nancy Schslevige, she was Preble, Julie Steeno, she was six one and she was at Ashwaubenon 
and then the last one was April Jensen, she was out of Denmark. She was like six one, six two. 
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I, those were the three players I wanted and I went after them and I got them. 100%. I have to 
tell you in my thirty two years of coaching that never happened again. (laughter) there's players 
you want and actually get them. WOW. 

JR: Sure, Wow. How would you describe your coaching style? 

CH: Well, a little story to that. I always had a wonderful, she's a good coach, and friend now 
and colleague, my field hockey coach Bart Patrick. My dream was I always wanted to coach like 
her. It took my first year of coaching high school that I realized, I cannot coach like her, because 
I'm Italian. (laughter) I'm a little more vocal. I think I'm very intense. I have high expectations. 
Hardnosed really believed in defense as the key and discipline. 

JR: Are you and Dick Bennett twins? 

CH: Oh yes, very much so. Working with Dick was phenomenal and even when he went to 
Spokane, I went out there spent time with him to learn the pack defense from him cause we used 
to play the pressured and steer the ball and baseline and then when I was at Northern Illinois 
university we decided we were going to change to the pack so, oh yes, he\s quite high on my list. 
He's one of my, I would say, probably one of my mentors big time. I hold him high. John 
Wooden has always been and then I would say Dick was same foundation as John Wooden. 

JR: How would your players describe your coaching style? 

29:05 

CH: (laughter) they probably would have some different words for that. I think they would 
probably say the same thing. That I am intense. That I work them hard. My opinion that I was 
fair, they probably may say different. That I wanted the best for them. I wanted to win, but in the 
same aspect, I felt that intercollegiate sports is a part of life. It's kind of a playground for 
learning all about life because there's going to be ups and downs in a game, same as life. I 
always felt that I needed to show them that. Doing things the right way was important. And then 
the travel. I intentionally made sure every year that we would go on an outstanding trip 
someplace. So it would be a learning experience. Whether it would be Hawaii or Washington or 
like when we went over to France, took a team over to Seoul Korea. Those were very intentional 
to provide them with an educational experience. 

JR: Slightly different take on the previous question, how would your players describe you 
personally, not you're coaching style, but you personally? 

CH: I'm not sure. I, with the players that I still see like Kathy Mertz, Candy Kay and Rhonda, 
Rice who lives just a block away from me, I think they would say that I'm caring, compassionate 
. I can't think of anything else Jane. That's a great question. You'll get me thinking a lot after 
the interview. 
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JR: That's OK, maybe we'll have to do a follow-up. I'm going to change things a little bit, I'm 
going to ask you something and I think I know the answer to this but you know I may be 
surprised. How did the community respond to a women's basketball program. 

CH: How did the community respond? 

JR: Yea, they were used to a men's program. But woman's basketball was becoming 
something. How did they respond? 

CH: Initially I always felt like it was a work in progress. And, well even, in Wisconsin the first 
girl's high school tournament wasn't until I think 75. You know, it was just growing. I think 
people who were coming to the women's games were either faculty and staff on campus, parents, 
obviously and probably get some families, especially if they had daughters that played. But the 
attendance was never really great. For the longest time, I always had the battle of the door at the 
Phoenix Sports Center where they wanted to keep it closed and it really, I always felt that it hurt 
us because it created more of a high school atmosphere. So if I bring a recruit in and they look at 
that facility compared to where they played, there's no way, they're going to come to Green Bay. 
So I'm kind of going off the topic here but I think it was gradual. But them a big turning point 
and again I still remember this was we were, had an ESPN game and we really had a lot of help 
from the community, what were they called, an insurance company, out in Howard, I can't 
remember the name now. But the community would get free books, like any students that were 
there at the game, they were going to do some kind of contest, that type of thing. So they really 
publicized it. It was an ESPN game and it was on at midnight. So I can remember getting there 
at ten o'clock and of course the door was open, yeah. And we've got ESPN there and I think we 
were playing the University of Detroit. They were in our conference at the time. And the entire 
place was packed. 

JR: Now we're talking about the gym in the original sports center? 

CH: Yes 

JR: Held about 1200 people. 

CH: Yes, and the entire place was packed and I remember getting there, and I used to park my 
car in the back and walking in and seeing everybody and thinking you gotta be kidding me. And 
I really think that was a huge turning point for the program. 

JR: Who won? 

CH: We did, we did. (laughter) I don't remember the score, but I know we won. We were, 
with the crowd, I think we were relentless actually. 

JR: Is that about the point, eventually women's basketball had what I thought was a fairly active 
boosters club, is that correct? 
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CH: Yes, we a, oh gosh, I'm trying to remember the year we started it. Well yea, it was tied in 
with the scholarships, because, probably 75-76 that we started. At that time, we called it the cage 
club. And that was the name, and then I left and Kevin came in and I think they changed it to the 
fast break club after that. That consisted of me taking some friends out to lunch and asking if 
they'd help me get it going. (laughter) Rich Spangenberg, he was number one. And then Chuck 
Wiseman, I would say he was number two. So both of them were huge, I can't even tell you 
how huge they were in the mix of helping me get the program going. 

JR: And they continued to grow in their support of the program, I think for a long period of 
time, correct? 

CH: Absolutely, absolutely. Both of them as far as I know are still involved. 

JR: So let's just ta~ a little bit about funding again. About at what point in your career at GB 
did the funding, or maybe it never happened, that the funding for the women's basketball team 
was comparable with the men's basketball team? 

CH: When did I think it was comparable? 

JR: Yes, if ever. 

CH: It was never comparable. (laughter) 

JR: Was that due to administration or do you think it was the times again? 

CH: Maybe a little bit of both. Again the time, what I remember, when Ed was there, he would 
have given me anything. I think the world of him. Every year I would go, he would say Carol 
come on in, let's talk and he would say, what do you need? What do you need next year to take 
another step with your program? And I'd tell him and he'd give it to me. So he was incredible. I 
miss him a lot, you know after he retired and stuff. Though he and Jean were very much 
involved with the program, but yeah, I missed him as the chancellor. 

JR: Ok, so funding, so funding was never quite equal, but sounds like the chancellor generally 
supported your program as far as that goes. 

CH: Yes, Yes. But what happened was the, well a couple things. One, we always needed more 
money for scholarships. And at the time, we were still, you know we went through that whole 
growth period, we were AIW and AIW was no longer because they lot a court battle to NCAA. 
And so there was now Alw any longer so we had to make a choice and if we went NCAA we 
would have to be the same as the men. Well the men would have to have the same funding. Well 
there just wasn't enough, there just wasn't the resources. And maybe I was nai've. I don't know 
Jane, but we were a small institution and at times I thought they could do more, but and then at 
times, well maybe not. 

40:01 



Carol Hammerle 8-14-13 

CH: So anyhow we stayed NAIA and we had money for NAIA and did that for a period of time 
and we were successful in that we made post season play and actually came in second. We lost 
in the championship of the NAIA tournament. That was 80s. That was Sue Bodilly' s senior 
year. And after that, the following year, the NCAA governance changed everything and said if 
your men are NCAA; the women have to be NCAA because a lot of institutions were doing the 
same thing. So then that really threw a curve into it and that, I wish I had the exact dates in front 
of me. I want to say it was 86-87. 

JR: Ok mid 80s or a little later. So then we did that following year, we were NCAA and we were 
independent and finished, I want to say 24 and three. It was unbelievable. I even wrote an article 
a women's basketball magazine on our first year in division one and our driving force for me 
was fear. (laughter) Fear can be very motivating as I'm sure you know. And we were 
considered for the WNIT, but you know, being independent and what not, we didn't get it. At 
that time they only picked eight teams. So , we didn't end up getting it, but and then from there, 
we went division one and we were we got into a conference, a conference with the men because, 
again that was, they had, the institution had to, if the men were in the conference, the women had 
to be in the conference. So the conference that was all men's conference had to incorporate 
women in the conference. 

JR: So you eventually went from basically a nothing team to a Dl team? 

CH: Correct. 

JR: And very successful at that too. You interacted with many people during your time at UW 
Green Bay. Can you name one or two that you came to hold in high respect, not necessarily 
loved but really respected for what they did? 

43:09 

CH: Well, I mentioned earlier, Joanne Jennings. She was amazing. Rich Spangenberg. Dan 
Spielmann. He was a friend, athletic director, and colleague. We really, I think he was 
instrumental. Bruce Grimes, he was AD. I should say because of Bruce, after my first year, I 
knew I really wanted to go intercollegiate athletics instead of physical education. He was really 
one of the main reasons I ended up staying there, was because of him. It's just been so long and 
there's so many people with impact. Ed Weidner, without question. You know the other person 
is Don McCartney in Business, He was you know, even after I left Green bay , I can't tell you 
the number of times that he has helped me out. He's an amazing person. 

JR: What year did you leave Carol? 

CH: 1998 

JR: Did you serve under two or three chancellors? 

CH: um. Dave Outcault replaced Chancellor Weidner. Then Mark Perkins. 
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JR: In a couple words, describe each of them. You know, just your general, how about Ed 
Weidner? 

CH: Ed Weidner, I think visionary really ahead of his times. Dave he was I think he was very; 
he came across as very compassionate. I didn't feel his leadership style was conducive to UW 
Green Bay. 

JR: How about Perkins? 

CH: (laughter) 

JR: If you want you can stay silent. 

CH: Yeah, I probably shouldn't make any comments about Mark Perkins to be quite honest. 
That probably says it all right there. 

JR: Sure, what was the most challenging part of your job? 

CH: I would say the gender equity issue. I was always trying to get equity for the team. I wore 
two hats. Actually I wore several. I got field hockey going finally and then they were going to 
bring in a tennis coach. So I set up a schedule for tennis and then something happened they 
didn't hire a coach, so I ended up coaching tennis. I didn't want us to look bad in the conference. 
And then I coached head basketball. I had three sports one year so it was quite entertaining. And 
then selected, thought that my passion was basketball and started. You know it was a lot 
warmer to coach basketball at Green Bay. (laughter) 

JR: If you have to pick a highlight of your career here, what would it be? 

CH: Oh gosh, there's just so many. I think too rather than detail on the big picture the 
opportunity to work with all the student athletes. It was phenomenal. I used to get up in the 
morning and say, I'm getting paid for this? 

JR: You are a lucky person. 

CH: I mean, come on. 

JR: Well ok, then I'm going to ask you this question, when you mention student athletes, and I 
know this akin to asking a parent, pick your favorite child, but were there any players who stand 
out in your mind and why? 

CH: Well you know, I think one is, one is Kathy Mertz, because she turned down an athletic 
scholarship, she said no because she had financial aid. How many athletes do you know who 
would tum down an athletic scholarship? And Mary Quigley, clearly because, talk about a 
young lady who was clearly ahead her time. I mean, she was like five ten, five eleven, and she 
could do it all. She was a shooter, she could handle the ball. Back then she had to play inside. 
Typically your six footers were your post players; she was so far ahead of her time. She was just 
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amazing. And then you know, probably Jeannie Stangel. Jeannie Barta. I say that because she 
was an All American. I mean how many All Americans did we have in basketball and she was 
one. And then lastly, I'll say because I think she was the turning point and I always felt that if 
we would get to the NCAA and then we would not get back for two or three years and I would 
feel that we really needed that impact player. And if we could get that impact player, we could 
get back every year and then that would change things. So that was Cheri Norgaard. We 
brought Cheri in and it was helpful that Dick had her brother. And so Cheri came and she was 
such an impact player. And we made it back to the NCAA her sophomore year. Then I left in 98, 
when we had gone to the NCAA and then Kevin came in and he made it the next two years after 
that and a large part of that was because she was such an impact player. And what I mean by 
impact player is when you need points, you know if you're down by one or two points and you 
need points and you have a play and it's designed to go to that player because you know that she 
will score. And that's the type of player she was. So, not everybody's blessed to have that. 

JR: Urn, I'm going to change subjects. Did you by chance play noon basketball at all during 
your time there? 
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CH: No I did not. I used to go in there and cheer for them on occasion, but no. (laughter) 

JR: Well because I've been asking people who may have picked their five person dream team 
for noon basketball. 

CH: What was that Jane? 

JR: Anyone who might have played or watched it, pick five or so players who would be your 
dream team? 

CH: Oh, well, it would be Sue Bodily, Dan Spielman, Torn Maki; you know I'm going to have 
to throw him in there, Frank M??????? 

JR: Oh really. (laughter) 

CH: Yea, he's big; you have to give him the ball up in the air. 

JR: Ok, you get one more pick. (laughter) 

CH: OK, Phil. Phil Clampitt. 
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JR: OK, I'm going to ask this question of a number of people and when we have our fiftieth 
anniversary I might see if they can do something on their social media to see, vote for your 
dream team. It's interesting, I asked Frank this question and he also picked Sue Bodilly, Dan 
Spielmann, and torn Maki, and he mentioned some guy I never heard of, I can't remember his 
name. And then he also mentioned Kathy Mertz. 

CH: OH, yea, I kind of forgot. I was just thinking faculty. 

JR: Too late now. Too late now Carol, but you have some good people on your team. Let me 
see now. You left the women's basketball program in 1998 what was next for you? 

CH: I went to Northern Illinois University. The athletic director was Terry Groth and we worked 
together, cause I was also the associate athletic director at green Bay. But we worked together 
on a number of different committees for the conference and gender equity issues for all sports. 
She kept talking to me about corning there and turning their program around. She made me one 
of those Italian offers and I saw it as an opportunity so I took it. 

JR: OK, was there anything you wish you could have changed while you were while you were t 
GB? Other than the gender equity issue which was 

CH: Urnhrn. When I look at that new facility, I wish that I would have had that facility back in 
my time. Every time I go there, I'm still shocked that they have it now. That is huge. 

JR: Yeah, it is a nice facility. 

CH: Yeah, it's just phenomenal. I can't you know, I don't have, I really don't have any regrets. 

JR: That's a good thing. 

CH: I loved the school and when I got back there, you know it's still all about the people. SO 
now, I don't, nothing important let's put it that way, that's for sure. 

JR: Anything else you'd like to add? 

CH: You've just gotten me thinking a whole lot with all your questions. I'm probably going to 
be reminiscing for a while here. 

JR: Then go for it. Go for it. Tell me whatever you want to add. 

CH: Oh no, with the questions that you prompt you just start thinking back when, so 

JR: I haven't asked you this yet, when did you have your most fun? 

CH: When did I have my most fun? Oh gosh, pretty much every day. (laughter) Probably 
winning, I wasn't really a happy camper when we'd lose. But I still would put it in perspective. 
But I think you know winning and seeing the players corning together. Just making it all happen 
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and the excitement that they would have or being on a road trip having Wisconsin players who 
are probably leaving Wisconsin for the first time. We were in Charleston for a, this was an IAW 
tournament, we were in Charleston and their hospitality room shrimp that you have to shuck, vs 

cheese and crackers and sausage. (laughter) And just seeing their response to that. So that, you 
know, pretty much, like I said, it was pretty much fun being at Green Bay. 

JR: If you ever come back to Green b ay would you do a thirty minute video with us? I think 
we've got to get you on camera at some point, Carol for our archives. 

CH: Absolutely. I just don't know how your calendar works with mine. I'm going to be back 

up there Labor Day weekend. 

JR: That actually will not work for me. I'm babysitting grandchildren. I'm going to prompt Sue 
Bodilly, she probably knows when you're coming back and we're going to find a time when we 

can do a twenty minute video. I think we've got to have it in the archives. OK? 

CH: OK, I would love to. That would be great. 

JR: Then you can start to think about all the things after this, jot it down and you can tell me. 

CH: Well you know, I do have, little by little, I have a lot of pictures and slides and videos that I 

really want to pass on to UW Green Bay. 

JR: And Deb Anderson in the Archives would love to have them because at the end of every 
interview, I'm told to prompt people Deb Anderson would love to have them if they have 

anything. There's a ready taker here when you're ready to take them on. 

CH: Yes, I promise I will do that. Like I said I'm in the process of trying to get everything 
organized downstairs because I plan is to sell this house next summer and then make the final 
move, I have a place in Arizona as well and I'm going to move to Arizona permanently. So I'm 
trying to get rid of a lot of stuff that I have downstairs and I have so much basketball that needs 

to find a new home. And I'll pick what I thinks is the very valuable to the Archives. 

JR: Where are you going in Arizona? 

CH: It's Green Valley, its south of Tucson. Twenty miles south of Tucson. I bought a place 
there about five years ago. 

JR: Sounds lovely. 

CH: It is, it is. 
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JR: Well if you have anything else to add at the moment this ends our conversation Carol. I 
really thank you so much for spending time with us and sharing things about your coaching 
career and hopefully we'll have chance to catch up with you again. OK? 

CH: That sounds good and I will sign this form and send it out via mail. 

JR: I appreciate that. Thanks Carol, Bye bye. 

CH: Bye 
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